
The Third Sunday of Easter 2025 
 

May 4, 2025  9:30 AM 
 

Baptism and Holy Eucharist 
 

 

 

 

The Church of the Redeemer 
120 Mauldin Road  Greenville, SC  29605 

 
Prelude 
 

Holy Baptism:  Liturgy of the Word 
 

At the start of the hymn, all stand in body or spirit and sing: 
 
Processional hymn: Hymn 417 

 

The service continues on p. 299 in the red Book of Commmon Prayer (BCP). 
 

Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
People      The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 
 The Celebrant continues 
                  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People          There is one hope in God's call to us; 
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Celebrant      One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People          One God and Father of all. 
Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 
People          And also with you. 
Celebrant      Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
First Reading Acts 9:1-6 
 
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 
who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do." 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 30 
1 I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up * 
and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * 
and you restored me to health. 

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * 
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; * 
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 
his favor for a lifetime. 
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6 Weeping may spend the night, * 
but joy comes in the morning. 

7 While I felt secure, I said, "I shall never be disturbed. * 
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains." 

8 Then you hid your face, * 
and I was filled with fear. 

9 I cried to you, O Lord; * 
I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 

10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; * 
O Lord, be my helper." 

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 
 
 
Second Reading Revelation 5:11-14 
 
I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands, singing with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" Then I 
heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all 
that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing 
and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" And the four living creatures said, 
"Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel John 21:1-19 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed 
himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 
Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after 
daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." 
He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So 
they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 
But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far 
from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, they saw a 
charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish 
that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full 
of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was 
not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples 
dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and 
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the 
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. When 
they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said 
to him, "Feed my lambs." A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love 
me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my 
sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt 
hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, 
you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. 
Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go 
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go." 
(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he 
said to him, "Follow me."  
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon The Rev. Catherine L. Tatem 
 
The choir sings “Cradling children in his arms” while the family and sponsors gather at 
the baptismal font. 
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Presentation and Examination of the Candidate BCP 301 
 
The Celebrant says 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I present James Matthew German to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

The Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 
Christian faith and life? 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents 
who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children 

 
Question     Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 
against God? 
Answer        I renounce them. 
 
Question     Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 
creatures of God? 
Answer        I renounce them. 
 
Question     Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer        I renounce them. 
 
Question     Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer        I do. 
 
Question     Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer        I do. 
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Question     Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer       I do. 
  
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in his life in 
Christ? 
People      We will. 
 

The Celebrant then says  
Let us join with those who are committing Grace to Christ and renew our own baptismal 
covenant. 
 
 
The Baptismal Covenant 
  
Celebrant      Do you believe in God the Father? 
People          I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Celebrant      Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People          I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
                    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
                    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
                        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
                    He descended to the dead. 
                    On the third day he rose again. 
                    He ascended into heaven, 
                        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
                    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Celebrant     Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People          I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
Celebrant      Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in the prayers? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant      Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant     Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant      Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant      Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 
 
Prayers for the Candidates 
 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
Leader      Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People      Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader      Open his heart to your grace and truth. 
People      Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader      Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People      Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader      Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People     Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader      Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People      Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader      Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
People       Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader      Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People       Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Celebrant: Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your 
Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; 
who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving over the Water 
 

The Priest blesses the water, first saying 
                 The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Priest       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and 
was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 
and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, for 
the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to 
your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
At the following words, the Priest touches the water 

 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Baptism 
 

The candidate is presented to the Priest, who pours water upon him, saying 
 
James Matthew, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
  
Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed 
upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of 
grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning 
heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift 
of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
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Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking the sign of the 
cross on his forehead using Chrism and saying  

 
James Matthew, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's 
own for ever. Amen. 
 

Then the Priest says 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
Celebrant and People 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim 
his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People          And also with you. 
 
Announcements   

May birthday and anniversary prayers and blessings 

 
Holy Communion 
 
Offertory Anthem:  “The Holy City” by Stephen Adams Greg Brown, soloist 
 

During the anthem, representatives of the congregation bring the people’s 
offerings of bread and wine and place them on the altar. After the choir anthem, 
the people stand and sing: 
 

Doxology 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; alleluia, 
alleluia. Praise him above ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost; alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
 
Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367 
 
The celebrant says: 
  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
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People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you 
have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and 
given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus                                S-129 

 
The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues. 

 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant lays a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, places a hand upon the cup and any other 
vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he 
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory. 
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The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send 
your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread BCP 364 

 
A period of silence is kept. Then is said 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
Fraction anthem:  “Lamb of God” 
 

The ministers and people share communion. 
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Communion Hymn Hymn 305  
 
Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 
 

The people stand. Celebrant and People say 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing    The priest blesses the people. 
 
Recessional Hymn: Hymn 460 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 
Today we welcome James Matthew German into the church through the sacrament of 
baptism. His parents are Kyle Matthew German, II and Kaylee Michelle Davis. 
 Godparents: Madyson Hope Brooks, Treyton Michael Monteith 
 
Kyle is a baptized member of The Church of the Redeemer. He was baptized here 
November 1, 2020. Proud great grandparents are Redeemer members Bobby and 
Cookie Brock! 
 
The Daughters of the King invite everyone to a reception in the transept after the 

service to celebrate James’ new life in Christ! 


