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Deuteronomy 26:1-11;    Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16;    Romans 10:8b-13;    Luke 4:1-13 

 

 

Immediately after Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River and the voice from heaven proclaims Jesus 

to be God’s son, the beloved, the Spirit is with Jesus in the wilderness for forty days, where the 

devil tempts him. Lent is our version of Jesus’ wilderness time, which leads us to an excellent 

Lenten question: what is the devil tempting us with in these forty days? But let’s start with Jesus. 

 

The devil says, according to some bible scholars, “since you are the Son of God,” not “if you are 

the Son of God.” The difference is two small words and one big difference: not even the devil 

questions who Jesus is. Jesus is the Son of God. Since he is the Son of God, … how should the 

Son of God react?  

 

The word play goes deeper: “Since you are the Son of God, speak this stone into bread.” Jesus 

was famished; what a temptation this might have been! We remember that Jesus can heal from 

his voice alone, or from someone touching his clothing … or is the devil referring to God 

creating in Genesis? Hmm … 

 

Jesus does not respond with magic, but with the word of God from the book of Deuteronomy; the 

full text (Deut 8.3): 

“[God] humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which neither 

you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you understand that one does not live 

by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” Jesus, though 

physically famished, lived those forty days by relying on God alone. 

 

In response to the devil offering Jesus power over “all the kingdoms of the world,” Jesus’ reply 

is again from Scripture.  “Worship the Lord your God and serve only Him.” Serve God.  

 

There is more to the devil’s words in this offering of all the kingdoms of the world. The devil is 

intimating he gives rulers their power and their kingdoms by obeying him, the devil. Jesus shows 

that scripture tells us not to bow down to any earthly ruler on earth These are dangerous words in 

a time when your life depended upon your loyalty to the empire and worship of the emperor. The 

complete verse from Deuteronomy (6:13) is:  “The Lord your God you shall fear; him you shall 

serve, and by his name alone you shall swear.”  

 

The devil knows scripture, too, and he uses it in this sparring with Jesus. The devil leads Jesus to 

the top of the Temple, a very high place, and tells him to jump. Since you are the Son of God … 

you will live. “For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On 

their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”  
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Sustenance (food when you are 40 days’ worth of hungry), power, and protection. Who 

wouldn’t want those things? In our countercultural belief in Jesus the Christ, we believe in the 

Son of God, and that God will provide, that the last shall be first, and that God’s protection is 

real, even when it may not be evident. 

 

I find the closing sentence (of this reading) quite disturbing. 
13When the devil had finished every test, he departed from Jesus until an opportune time. 

 

The opportune time in the gospel of Luke comes in chapter 22:  
2The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were 

afraid of the people. 3Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve;  

 Jesus knew that Judas would betray him. 

 

Then I wonder, is this an opportune time?  

The war in Ukraine is heavy on my heart, as I know it is for many of you. Jesus knew that the 

world would betray him, and here we are again. The story doesn’t end with Jesus’ betrayal, but 

with Jesus’ victory over both evil and death. In our deeply broken humanity, I guess we need the 

lesson over and over again. Like the Israelites, we do what is evil in the sight of the Lord.  

 

Still, we are a resurrection people, and Lent, while a time of repentance and self-examination, is 

not a time to give up on Jesus. We are carriers of hope for the world. We are called to make a 

difference wherever we are, and to spread that hope person by person, through all of God’s 

creation.  

 

Jesus has won the victory, even when we do not see it. Jesus will heal us in word, touch, and 

over the distance of time and place. What is a deterrent to us is not one for God. When we look 

at the world through the lens of Christ’s resurrection, we find points of light. Remember, Jesus 

was born – and died and risen not inspite of the world, but because of it. God’s abundant mercy 

is pouring over us … and even today there are stories of pure and generous humanity and love: 

when Russia cut off the internet in Ukraine, Elon Musk sent his personal satellite there to 

restore it. AirBnbs have been rented – for an ongoing amount of time – they are booked for 

unknown refugees who need a place to stay. People are living underground in bomb shelters, and 

they are celebrating the Eucharist – we remember that Eucharist means thanksgiving. If God’s 

thanksgiving is in a dark tunnel, surely it is here in the sunlight. The darkness does not overcome 

the light; in those Eucharistic celebrations, candles shine the light of Christ into every crevice, 

every heart. That is the assurance that we have in Christ Jesus, the assurance that the we need to 

show the world. We may not see the mercy, God’s many graces, so we pray for eyes that will see 

and that will know God’s peace. We pray for life, knowing that God’s will for us is abundant 

life. We pray for peace, knowing that the peace of Christ came on the cross. 

 

In this very difficult time, share the love of Christ in the ways that you uniquely can. Jesus did 

not fall prey to the wiles of the devil, nor twisting scripture to suit arrogance and power. Jesus, in 

the garden of Gethsemane, prayed “Father, thy will be done.” Love won. Love will still win in 

the fullness of time. Clearly we’re not there yet. The world needs, to know God’s love. Start with 

knowing it in your heart, in your Lenten practices, in all of our prayers offered in humility, 

sincerity, and hope. Amen. 


