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Jeremiah 17:5-10  Psalm 1 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 Luke 6:17-26 

 

 

We are still in the season of Epiphany, the season in which we read and pray about the ways in 

which Jesus’ divinity is revealed to the whole world.  

 

The prophet Jeremiah is writing from a time of exile. He had everything taken from him – his 

home, belongings, and way of life – when the Babylonians captured and destroyed Jerusalem. He 

was forced to leave his home and the holy city of Jerusalem. We hear from him while he lives in 

Egypt. Jeremiah writes, this place is our new normal; how shall we live? To put all of our trust in 

human beings, in those who “make mere flesh their strength,” we will be as parched as a 

shrub/tree in the desert. We need water that feeds us. Choose, Jeremiah says, to put our trust in 

the Lord, to plant ourselves in faith, wherever we are. Being enslaved in Egypt was his exile; do 

you have a place of exile? We have exile places or experiences: being exiled from our usual lives 

by illness, anxiety, changes that happen upon us that are beyond our control. Whatever our exile, 

this place beneath our feet, however much we may long to be in a different time, place, or 

circumstance, this place beneath our feet is where we are. Live here, in faith, fed by the living 

water of Jesus Christ. We are fed by living water that we know of through Jesus Christ, son of 

God. From centuries ago, Jeremiah tells us, affirms to us, that our deep and well-fed roots will 

keep us standing, and maybe even in prosperity, through the inevitable exiles that we will face. 

 

The psalmist, most likely inspired by Jeremiah, uses the same imagery, and almost the same 

words. Happy are those … who delight in the law of the Lord. “They are like trees planted by 

streams of water …”. Stand firm and tall, study and live in a way that honors the Law and our 

Lord; be obedient to God. The other choice is to the tiny chaff, fluff, of a weed, blown in every 

direction by even a gentle commotion. Stand, rooted deeply in hope and in this life. 

 

The words of Jeremiah and the psalmist carry us right into Luke: “blessed” are those; “happy” 

are those, and we shift into Luke’s sermon on the plain. We contrast Luke’s telling to Matthew’s 

sermon on the mount, high up. Luke’s sermon on the plain (in location) also includes very 

plain/clear words: blessed are you who are destitute in this moment. Not “poor in spirit,” but in 

lack of food, resources, maybe housing – things that provide for life itself. This forthrightness is 

a prophetic normal from Jesus, to share the word of God to his disciples, to the church, and by 

the living waters of our faith, to the world. This is the disciples’ call to action. Go feed the 

hungry now, and by the way, they are all around us in this place. The kingdom of God has 

begun.  

 

Blessed are the poor, not because God made people poor, but even in the broken world that we 

have created, God looks out for us – all of us, and especially those most disenfranchised, most 

far from resources and from hope. This is good news to all of us; none of us falls outside of the 

realm of God, even the rich. Luke and God do not hate those who are rich, and remember, each 
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of us in this room is rich by standards of the world, and possibly by standards of the country. The 

problem is when we have financial wealth and that is what we worship – remember Jeremiah? 

When we put our trust in ourselves and in earthly measures and not in God, then we miss out on 

the joy of God’s kingdom. When we separate ourselves from the world with money as the 

barrier, we separate ourselves from God, too. And when we are fed and full at the expense of 

others who are (literally) hungry, we are not obedient to God and to God’s will for our lives. 

“Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength.” It is God who 

is our strength, God who gives us all that we have, and Luke is telling us quite plainly not to 

forget that.  

 

Jesus’ words are turning the social order of world upside down. The crowds are all on this level 

plain. No one has a better view, or a higher, literal standing place. From Paul we read that “there 

is no more Jew or Greek, slave and free,” and from this level place is where Jesus calls us and 

calls us to action. “Level” is not a place we prefer to dwell. First, we are taught, is the place to 

be. First is a place of power, adoration, and glory. We want the gold medal, the biggest salary, 

the most power; such seeking is in stark contrast to … “blessed are those when people hate you 

… revile you … on account of the Son of Man.” Living a life of following Christ is not a life of 

being “number one.” It is a life of joy right now – “leap for joy,” in the knowledge of telling the 

truth, THE truth of Jesus the Christ. Leap for joy! 

 

The blessings are the way of the world in the new kingdom, new normal of God-with-us, Jesus 

human and divine, Jesus raised from the dead. The woes keep us in check with uneasy truths 

about our own lives and motives.  

 

Where, then, in this time and place, is the light of Christ, Christ’s divinity, revealed? When we 

live into our faith, cultivating deep roots so that, over the ark of our lives, we find the living 

water of Christ through eyes not of circumstance, but of faith. We feed others, heal through the 

power of Christ in prayer and service, all in obedience to our faith and to God.  

In our mid-week service of Holy Eucharist, we pray a litany of healing. We pray: 

With you, O Lord, is the well of life; 

 We respond 

And in your light we see light. 

 

That is our task in this longer than most years Epiphany. Do not stay in the desert – there is time 

for that place soon enough, but go to the well of life, Jesus. See the light of the world through the 

light of Jesus, who, once again, changes everything. Thanks be to God!  


