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Micah 5:2-51        Canticle 3 (Luke 1:36-55)     Hebrews 10:5-10     Luke 1:39-45 

 

We light Advent candles, shining the light of Christ ever brighter, as we count down to the 

Incarnation – God made man, Christmas. What we heard on the first day of this season is still 

true. We shine lights because of the chaos of the world, refusing to fall into despair and 

declaring in our action that Christ’s light sines in every darkness. 

 

The words from the prophet Micah exemplify the tension that is Advent. Micah speaks words of 

hope: there is a ruler coming, “And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be 

great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.” On either side of these prophetic 

words, in the lectionary reading from Micah’s ancient world, lies a harsh reality: the Assyrian’s 

strong and ruthless military captures Samaria and then the towns of Judah, including our favorite 

little town of Bethlehem. Jerusalem was not match for the Assyrian army. From out of this 

violence comes Micah’s words of hope – our ruler is coming … trust YHWH, remain faithful. 

Micah speaks hope into a dark, violent time. Today, celebrating Advent, we, too, speak hope: our 

ruler of peace is coming. See? His light is already here (and getting brighter).  

 

Later in the book, Micah speaks about how to be faithful to God: “What does the Lord require of 

you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (6.8) 

 

Micah’s word from God is proclaimed at the edge of a new world. When Mary visits her sister 

Elizabeth and baby John the Baptist leaps in the womb, Mary proclaims that new world. Mary 

sings of the savior who “has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.” This is God’s 

mercy. He has scattered the proud in the thought of their heart and has brought down the 

powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.” This is God’s justice and mercy, and “the 

lowly” walking humbly with God. God remembers the promise that God made “to Abraham and 

his children forever, that Abraham’s descendants will be as many as the stars, they will have a 

fruitful land, and God will be their God. In turn, God’s people are to remain faithful to God 

alone. No more Baal worship. No worshipping of other “little g” gods. Our God is one of justice, 

mercy, kindness, and faithfulness to God’s promises. We are called to mirror God’s example: do 

justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly with God. In so doing, we exercise our faithfulness to God.  

 

That message comes forward to present times. In this fourth Sunday of Advent 2021, there is 

darkness in the world around us, and maybe in our own lives. We face uncertainty about the days 

ahead. Many of us carry a deep fatigue about a pandemic that continues to wreak havoc on our 

plans, desires, and sense of safety. Even these few words about it are an irritant to some, an 

expression of the division far beyond this community. “Even now” we shine a light into the 

darkness, the light of our Savior who is eternal. God is full of mercy, justice, and peace. The 

light may flicker, but it will not be extinguished. We proclaim, with hope, that god is faithful and 

present. We will shine Christ’s light as we await his birth and his coming again. 

 

Advent 2021 holds the tension of these days: of Micah’s, of Mary’s, of ours. Mary’s song is full 

of joy at a time when she must have been ridiculed, was in a situation of shame that could have 
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brought her death by stoning. Mary sings, rising above her cultural situation and lets us know 

that the things that God has done for her are those things that God does all the time. These are 

God’s usual practices: to love us, to show mercy, to fill the humble with the knowledge of God’s 

presence. The rich are sent away “empty.” The rich in Mary’s song are people who think that 

they do not need God. They are rich in themselves, not necessarily in money or fame. They walk 

away empty by ignoring God’s works in their lives. As incomprehensible that it is that God loves 

us so much and does so much for us, we are empty beyond our imagining when we believe the 

lie that we tell ourselves that our richness is ours; truly, all the ways in which we are rich have 

come from God. 

 

It is for this God of love, mercy, justice and peace that we are waiting. God will surprise us over 

and over again. We might find God in a barn, as a baby. We might find God while we beautify 

our place of worship. We might find God in the growing brightness of the candles, or in the 

beauty of these days. Yes, these days, even these days, when we remain faithful, are full of God. 

Trust in God, Micah tells us. You have done great things, says Mary. Here we are, God, at the 

edge of something new. We are preparing this building, our homes, and our hearts. Surprise us 

again with your love, with your presence. 

 

With waiting hearts we say, Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus! We are preparing. 


