
 1 

Advent 2, Year C 2021 

The Church of the Redeemer, Greenville, SC 

The Rev. Catherine L. Tatem 

December 5, 2021 

 

Baruch 5:1-9     Canticle 16 (Luke 1:68-79)     Philippians 1:3-11     Luke 3:1-6 

 

“Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Around the year 28 or 29 after Jesus’ birth, John the Baptist goes into the wilderness and begins 

preaching about a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Repent! Prepare the way of 

the Lord! And people listened to him. His voice and message must have resonated in a powerful 

way, because John the Baptizer wore clothing of camel’s hide and ate wild locusts. This is not 

the attire of someone we might turn to for guidance, let alone for salvation. But people flocked to 

the wilderness to see John – we’ll hear more about those encounters with John next week. That a 

prophet named John shows up in the wilderness reminds the ancient people (and us!) of Moses, 

who led the Israelites through the desert wilderness to the river Jordan. John the Baptizer is 

taking us on that same path, geographically and in faith. On the other side of the river Jordan is 

the promised land. John is going to lead people to a new promised land – and as with Moses, it is 

not John the Baptizer who will take them into the new land. A new leader comes forward; for 

Moses’ time, it is Aaron. For our time, this ancient and present time, it is Jesus. In both instances, 

God is the agent, the one who brings us to new life. John becomes a prophet, then, not only of 

salvation (through repentance) but of a new exodus. We know about the Exodus; we are the 

descendants of a people scattered across the earth – to the four winds – and that there could be a 

new Exodus gets our attention. We hear words from a well-known prophet, Isaiah, prophesying 

that “Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill made low” … that everyone will 

see God’s salvation. Will the prophecy come true again?  

 

Then someone named Baruch enters our story. The books of Baruch are in the part of the bible 

we call the Apocrypha – books not considered Scripture like the gospels, but that are important 

to our faith. Anglicans worldwide – that’s us – and the Roman Catholic Church consider the 

Apocrypha part of our canon. Baruch is a person; he was most likely the scribe of Jeremiah. 

Baruch, too, reaches back into antiquity and writes with some of the words of Isaiah. Our 

lectionary is linking us to ancient, (and at the time) well-known history, to scripture that we all 

would have known. Baruch’s poetic words are about the future Israel, all twelve tribes, being 

brought back together into the new Jerusalem. This is the second Exodus that the people are 

waiting for! “See your children gathered.” We remember that at the time Luke was written, the 

Jews had been kicked out of Jerusalem in two diasporas, scatterings: those of the Babylonians 

and the Assyrians. They are living in this time of second Exodus. Baruch writes words of hope, 

making it clear that God is going to fill up the valleys, bring low the high places and bring us 

“home.” 

“For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the 

valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.” 

 

Home, then is not a geographical place but a way of living – knowing and being in the presence 

of the glory of God. This new exodus is still taking place, and that is the hope that Luke is 

expressing. John the Baptizer is fulfilling his role in announcing the way of the Lord; he is 

bringing assurance that the end of the world has not come, and that there is indeed a way home. 

God will show us that path, with joy. God wants us home! 
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Advent is the time in which we prepare to meet the one who follows John; that is, Jesus. We first 

meet Jesus as a vulnerable baby – God-with-us in full humanity. Last week I asked what gift we 

might bring to Advent. To await a baby, we may want to bring and cultivate gifts such as 

compassion, kindness, helpfulness – there are many preparations for a new baby. What gift will 

you bring?  

 

We are also in the time of what is yet to come; that is, Jesus return to Earth, finally fulfilling our 

prayer to bring God’s kingdom to earth as it is in heaven. These are the gifts we bring to one 

another now: humility, faithfulness, courage, telling truth to power, living the way we would 

want to live with Jesus among – as we are doing right now. This is the work of Advent – to shape 

our lives so that we are living as is Jesus is with us, as he most certainly is.  

 

Jesus will meet us wherever we are on our path to live with him and to know God intimately. 

Jesus meets us in happiness, in sorrow, in depression, in angst, and in our preparations for 

Christmas. Jesus meets us in other people and in the everyday parts of our lives. Jesus is with us 

whether we notice him or not. So when loud, inconvenient voices such as the voice of John the 

Baptizer yell at us to “repent!” we may wonder why – we have our toys and our treasures … and 

yet we are not yet living in the fullness of God’s kingdom on earth. Have we prepared? Are we 

prepared? Can we hear the truth of a peaceable kingdom? This is the work of Advent. The good 

news is here: God was, is, and will continue to be present and at work in the long arc of 

salvation. This is a corporate work, done in community and across denominations and faiths. So 

we light another candle, week by week, shining light into this world while we await the next. 

 

On this path, its geographic trip, the gospel travels from Jerusalem to Rome. These are the 

records of the book of Acts. The late Fred Craddock writes: The Gospel will not only encounter 

the poor, lame, halt, and blind, but also the synagogue rulers, high priests, governors, kings, 

treasurers, city officials, leading women, philosophers of Athens, captains of ships, imperial 

guards, and finally the emperor himself (Preaching through the Christian Year C).”   

 

The Gospel even encounters us. Where will we meet Jesus today? How will we prepare to be 

found?  

Come, Lord Jesus! 


