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We finish another year today. Theologian Matt Skinner (workingpreacher.org) writes:  

 

Another church year has told its story, taking us from anticipating the Christ, to 

encountering the Christ, to killing the Christ, to marveling at the Christ’s new life, and 

finally to following the Christ into the future. 

 

That certainly doesn’t sound like the life cycle of a king, but there it is. We waited for a king 

who was born in and into humility. We meet our king in lowly and unexpected places. Our king 

hangs around with the worst kinds of people, makes miracles happen, and shakes up our ideas of 

loyalty, faith, and glory. Do we marvel at the Christ’s new life? Maybe we stay at least a little bit 

stunned by Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances … including the ways in which we see Jesus 

alive in the actions of others today. There is always mystery when it comes to Christ, our king. 

How do we follow this Christ, this king, into the future? 

 

I understand that the year at Redeemer was closed out rather well on Friday night; there was 

quite a celebration about … trivia! Celebrating together over things big and small is a fine way to 

finish a year, and a great model for how to step into the future. Gather. Break bread. Laugh with 

one another. In all these things we create community. Of course being a Christ-centered 

community demands more of us than a single evening, but what a great way to move into the 

future – with joy and imagination.  

 

We move into our future with great thanksgiving. Look at how beautiful giving thanks looks 

today in this very space! God created the bounty that is gathered; God created the people and the 

talent who gathered it, arranged it, and made it part of our worship.  

 

The words of the hymn frame our thanks-giving: 

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, for the love which from our birth over and 

around us lies, Lord of all to thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.  

 

Long after we are sent forth to love and serve the Lord, I will remember that beauty that 

surrounds us this morning. We give thanks. 

 

When Jesus says “my kingdom is not of this world,” he is stretching us to imagine this world 

looking and living like his kingdom – a world in which “sorrow and pain are no more,” a world 

in which we know which king to follow and to which one we belong. That world is under our 

feet. That king meets us where we are and invites us to a life of peace-building, of feeding 

others, serving folks quite unlike ourselves, walking in humility, and showing great generosity. 

This is the kingdom to come. Our ongoing challenge is to live that kingdom right here.  

 

The good news is that in God’s kingdom imperfect people do great things. Truth cannot be 

crucified for very long. New life is with us in the darkest times of our lives. Nothing holds back 
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the love of Christ. Our year end puts us on the path of a new beginning, and in this light we are 

greeted by the opening of Revelation: 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 

spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

We are bid God’s peace to support us in our life under the lordship of Christ, “under his most 

gracious rule,” in which there are only two commandments: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, and strength, and to 

Love your neighbor as yourself. 

With God’s bidding and God’s rule, we walk into the future right now.  

 

We live as people of the truth, offer ourselves as ambassadors of the Good News to everyone. 

This does not happen by a sheer act of will. It happens by cultivating our attitudes and behavior 

through regular worship, the reading and study of Scripture, and our prayers. The more we feed 

from these sources, the more truthful our lives become, and less vulnerable to falsehood. 

We live as servants of Christ the King. That means we find ways to serve him by serving others 

both within and without our faith community. If we think we can’t do that because of our 

limitations or fears, then we need to ask Jesus to show us what we can do. These actions 

replenish our depleted resolve and strengthen us for living in a chaotic world. 

We live as a people who see opportunity in the community of others. This includes embracing 

the stranger, the refugee and the homeless, those who have no helper. Just singling out one 

person in these categories and finding ways to help them are ways to honor Christ the King. 

We live as a people who hope in the life of the world to come. That doesn’t mean we discount 

this world altogether. It is God’s creation, given to us for our joy and benefit. But we know it is 

not where we are destined. Our hearts are restless as we await what is to come. Next Sunday, we 

begin a new church year and the season of Advent. As we sing, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” 

we are challenged to bring that coming closer with our hearts and minds and strength. 

Loved beyond measure, we pour love into the aisles, the hallways, our worship space, 

classrooms, and then our parking lot, cars, homes, schools … everywhere. Who could imagine? 

We who are wrapped in the arms of truth carry it with us.  


