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1 Samuel 1:4-20     1 Samuel 2:1-10     Hebrews 10:11-25     Mark 13:1-8 

 

Last week a woman gave everything that she had to the temple. In light of this next chapter, she gave everything 

that she had to something that was doomed. “Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown 

down.” Jesus is predicting the destruction of the temple; he sounds very much like the prophets Micah and 

Jeremiah, who also predicted the temple’s destruction. We do not know if Jesus meant this destruction in a 

literal or a figurative sense, although we know what happens. Both the temple in Jerusalem and its religious 

structure crumble in the year 70. The Roman conquerors expel the Jews and scatter them over the entire known 

world. It is the diaspora, the scattering, and it is every bit as cataclysmic as Jesus makes it sound.   

 

The disciples ask when the temple will be destroyed; what signs can they look for ahead of time? Jesus (as 

usual!) does not respond directly. Instead, he begins talking about the end of time, “end times,” the eschaton, 

the time of judgment and the Kingdom of God. Jesus talks about far more than the end of the temple. False 

prophets will claim to be the Messiah, and will be skilled enough to “lead many astray.” There will be war … 

earthquakes … famine. 

 

Jesus’ description of end times, perhaps a description of what early Christians will face, is frightening.  It is 

almost too much to read, to hear.  Every stone will be thrown down?  NOTHING will be left standing?  Nothing 

will be left standing. 

 

In our “give it to me now” way of life, we want this – and every – doomsday to be over.  We want to move on, 

begin again. Not so fast, says Jesus.  First, we have to be destroyed. We have to turn our own lives upside down 

so that they can be built anew with our Savior. Leave no stone unturned. Our trust is misplaced when we rely 

only on things made by human hands. We are to look to Jesus Christ. “When you hear of wars,” Jesus says, “do 

not be alarmed.” This must take place. … the end is still to come. The kingdom is not yet here. Do not be 

alarmed when things on earth change. Jesus’ words, said over 2,000 years ago, and probably written down 

about 60 years after his death, sound as if they could be written about today. We have wars ongoing throughout 

the world, some of them being fought within ourselves. There is famine. There is pandemic. (Who could have 

imagined an ongoing, worldwide pandemic in these times?) We can look back, forward, and around ourselves 

right now and find all of Jesus’ words to be true.  

 

And then Jesus says, “This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.” These are words of hope, in which Jesus 

moved us from destruction to birth. Within the foretelling of total destruction, there is birth ahead. “What is to 

come – that sliver of hope is exactly what we hold onto; that sliver of hope is Jesus. When our lives feel 

destroyed, torn apart, upended – look for Jesus. Turn not to false prophets, but for Truth. Do not let events of 

this earth, no matter how cataclysmic they are, deflect us from the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

Birth does not come easily. There is a price to pay. Hannah, long without a child, pays an ongoing price in her 

life. She is ridiculed, scorned by her husband’s other wife and by her society and culture. The birth of her son, 

whom she names Samuel, comes with her heart wrenching promise to God. And so at a very young age, Hannah 

delivers her son to the priest Eli for Eli to raise him. She gives her only son to the Lord. The name Samuel? 

Means “God heard,” or “God’s heart,” or “the name of God.” Hannah gave her son away in thanksgiving and 

commitment to God for his birth. We heard her psalm, her praises and thanks giving, this morning. Her birth 

story came at an incalculable cost, yet her story gives us Samuel, who gives us David, who gives us, eventually, 

Jesus, our Savior.  
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The prophetic witness, then, from Hannah and in Mark, are not just ancient stories. We all have structures in our 

lives that will – or must – fall down in order for the fullness of Christ, the birth of Christ, to dwell deeply in our 

hearts. Today we look to the new life – new time – into which we will live and love. As we make giving 

estimates, financial pledges, to our life together as a parish, we do so in the context of our God and savior who 

makes all things new. Even in these days of early sunsets and longer nighttime darkness, we know not only that 

a light is coming, but that it is already here. (We know that, right?)  

 

First, we might remember that even the place that Jesus shares the news of tearing down and of new life has 

deep meaning. The Mount of Olives is a place associated with the end of an era. The disciples, who have been 

told who Jesus is, are now hearing about end times (and birth) in just the place that would have the most 

meaning. Remember that from this “end times” place and conversation, the disciples walk with Jesus into 

Jerusalem. We are walking with Jesus to Jerusalem and in just a few days, we, too, will walk away from the 

crucifixion journey.  We will abandon the one we know as Messiah, Lord. Even our betrayal will not stop the 

good news of Jesus the Christ. God’s church is not thwarted by our failings. The disciples became apostles, the 

first ones to see the resurrected Christ. They shared that news with the world, even in the diaspora, in wars, 

famines, pandemics, and their own doubts. God is with us, alpha and omega. God is with us to the end of the 

age. We gather. Give thanks. Break bread. Pray. Year after year, our witness and God’s faithfulness endures. 

God’s grace remains. I look with hope and joy to see how we at The Church of the Redeemer will present 

ourselves, our life and our labor, to God today and into many tomorrows.  

 

I am reminded, as we come to the altar today, for bread, sustenance, and renewal, remember, too, these words of 

Jesus:  

“‘If you are bringing your gift to the altar, and there you remember that your brother or sister has something 

against you, leave your gift in front of the altar; go at once and make peace with your brother, and then come 

back and offer your gift’ (Matthew 5:23–24).  

 

I must let go of all divisive emotions and thoughts, and all of my mentality of scarcity so that I can truly 

experience peace with all of God’s people and abundance in what I give and share, from time, feelings, 

stewards with God of God’s creation. This means an ongoing process of forgiveness, thanksgiving, and letting 

go – of old fears, thoughts, and unforgiveness, thus finding fullness, joy – new life! Here and everywhere in 

witness to Christ Jesus. When I offer anyone “the peace of the Lord,” I want that offer to be real, and from my 

God-forgiven heart. When we “go in peace to love and serve the Lord,” I want truly to go in peace, to be in 

peace, in a chaotic world, finding solace and strength in Jesus. Then I can then offer gifts on the altar of God as 

a testimony to this peace with my brothers and sisters. 

 

As we celebrate being stewards with God of God’s creation, be generous with all that you offer to God’s church 

and to one another. Together, give thanks in all things. There is life now and new life always in the making. 

Come to God’s altar, knowing deeply that the Lord is good. “Taste and see.” Amen. 


