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Advent 1, Year C 2021 

The Church of the Redeemer, Greenville, SC 

November 28, 2021 

 

Jeremiah 33:14-16     Psalm 25:1-9     1 Thessalonians 3:9-13     Luke 21:25-36 

 

 

A tree is up; its lights twinkle, the decorations sparkle, and we soon forget the 

frustrations that came with gathering the tree, the lights, the people to assemble 

everything … we see beauty. 

 

There is a solitary twinkle from a blue candle, and today we will make and take 

home our own circle of greenery representing the eternity into which that candle 

shines. This light will grow brighter over the next few weeks as we light one more 

candle … it is an announcement! Christmas! Is not here. 

 

Today we usher in a short season of waiting, and seems that we “church people” 

do not know in the slightest how to welcome such a happy, beautiful time. This is 

what we hear: 

 

 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People 

will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken.”  
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Is this any way to start a party? A season? A celebration?! No glad tidings, no 

falala, no Hallmark movie ending – all ends well, of course – to be found in these 

words from the gospel of Luke. Why do we hear these words now, at the start of 

this season and of our year? 

 

Jesus is talking about the destruction of the Temple to a people who have already 

fled their homeland. He simultaneously predicts his own death, and the “Parousia,” 

his coming again, foretelling events of very different times, mixing the predictions 

into one telling.  

 

In Advent we recognize these events in a season all its own; it is a season in which 

we practice waiting. We wait for Christ Jesus, we wait for Christmas – yes, 

including waiting for Christmas carols in our worship. Advent holds a special 

place, a holy place, in our lives, as we prepare our hearts, our lives to meet Jesus 

again and again each year.  

 

 

We hear Luke’s words now in part to remember that we have never had a perfect 

world. Pandemics have been around for a long time, as have wars, famine, and 

natural catastrophes. Advent asks us to make space in our lives to shine light into 

every form of darkness – the darkness that Luke just wrote about. Even though we 
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may find respite in the wash of light from the light of our candles and trees, we do 

not shine the light for respite from the world’s chaos. We shine the light of Christ 

because of the chaos of the world. We declare to the world, flicker by flicker, that 

there is light in every dark time. The name of that light is Christ Jesus. As a song 

often sung at Cursillo invites, “shine, Jesus, shine! Fill this world with your 

awesome glory!” Luke’s words set the stage for Advent and Christmas, reminding 

us where we begin this season and this year. We know/proclaim from the start that 

nothing will outshine or extinguish the light of Jesus. 

 

We mark this beginning quietly, one candle at a time. Outside of these walls, I find 

it a challenge to mark this Advent waiting. Unless I choose, over and over again, to 

simplify this time, I will fill it with shopping for “the best” gifts, meals, 

celebrations and decorations. … How about you? I am asking myself this year: 

 

What gift will I give to Advent? What will I bring to this waiting for Jesus? 

 

Because of all the gift giving, all of the preparations, the best gift is already here. 

The preparation that I most need is that of and in my heart.  

 

Along with me, I offer that we begin by giving our homes the gift of light and of 

hope. Make an Advent wreath and take it home. Make an Advent wreath at home: 
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gather four candles of any color, and set them in a prominent place. Mark our 

waiting at home each day by lighting the number of candles for the week: 1, 2, 3, 

4. Think about this light of Jesus; take time to quiet our hearts as we shine hope 

into the world. Remember that the light is not in spite of, but because of Christ 

Jesus. Light a candle, say a prayer for our many gifts already received – the gift of 

life, the gift of community, (especially this one), the gift of quiet joy in the present 

and yet to come. 

LCOME LORD JESUS  

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness,   

send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.  

We who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day.   

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among 

us.   

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your 

kingdom.   

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence.   

We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.  

To you we say,  ‘Come Lord Jesus!’  Amen.  

Henri J.M. Nouwen  

 


