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We are well on our way into Jerusalem in our walk with Jesus. In fact, we are 

almost there. The crowds clamor and a beggar identifies Jesus:  “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!” Once again in Mark’s gospel, someone other than 

Jesus’ closest followers knows who he is. The disciples who have heard Jesus tell 

them of his upcoming crucifixion and resurrection, some who saw Jesus 

transfigured – changed before their eyes, have seen Jesus heal and have heard 

demons shout out his name, do not see who Jesus is. An outsider who cannot see 

recognizes Jesus for who he is. When Jesus calls Bartimaeus, Jesus is doing more 

than healing one blind man; he is trying to give sight to those closest to him. Jesus 

wants his disciples who are walking with him to see; that is, to understand, what is 

going on. We might wonder who is “more blind” – the man with no ability to see 

with his eyes or those who know Jesus, have physical sight, and still have no idea 

what is going on.  

 

I wonder how many times we are close to Jesus and do not see that he is there. I 

wonder how many times we walk with Jesus and then turn aside, keeping our 

burdens to ourselves instead of turning them over to the one who can carry them 
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and heal them. I wonder what would happen if we had the courage, the big picture 

vision to walk fully with Jesus, to see him with strong spiritual sight. I say “I 

believe, we believe,” and sometimes still, I wonder: do I have the courage of a 

beggar?  

 

Bartimaeus readily cast off his cloak in order to run to Jesus. For an impoverished 

blind man who sits by the side of the road to catch whatever is thrown his way, that 

cloak is a prized possession; it may be everything he has. His cloak is warmth in 

the cold, a mat on which to sleep, or a pillow on which to lay his head. That cloak 

is something to cast at people’s feet in order to be seen, and to catch any coins or 

other handouts. Bartimaeus’ cloak was a critical, even life saving possession, and 

he left it behind in order for Jesus to heal him. I wonder what cloak I carry that I 

need to cast off, what inconsequential – or very important – thing I hold onto rather 

than throw it off and run to Jesus to tell him what I need. What is your cloak? 

Prestige, belongings, money in the bank, security, an illusion of control. Pray that 

we set down our many cloaks that hold us back from Jesus. 

 

Jesus comes face to face with a blind man and does not immediately heal him. 

Instead, Jesus asks him what it is that he wants. “What do you want me to do for 

you?” We remember that recently the Zebedee brothers James and John told Jesus 

what they wanted Jesus to do for them. In their case, Jesus could not grant half of 
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what they wanted, for only God knows who will sit by Jesus in his glory. The other 

half, drinking the cup that Jesus drinks, is far more than the brothers could ever 

imagine. Certainly the brothers do not want that cup. Is it not obvious what a blind 

man wants? He wants to see! Or is sight what we want to give the man? What if 

the man wants food, or a home, or something else? Jesus knows what we need 

before we ask, yet gives us choice. In reaching out to help others, we might give 

what we want to give, rather than what a person needs. You may remember me 

talking about a recent widow who, in the damaging wind of a hurricane, had lost 

her house. Then a tree fell on her car and she lost her only transportation. As we do 

with true intentions of helping, people brought her casseroles. What she needed, 

she said, was a chainsaw.  

 

Standing face to face with Jesus, for what would we ask? What do we tend to ask 

for as a parish?  

When Jesus asks, aloud or silently, “What do you want me to do for you?” what do 

we express as the deepest desire of our hearts? 

 We want to be successful, the best church in town. No wait … that’s not it. 

We think some more. 

 We want more people in the pews… uh, no financial worries…no weeds out 

front … no homeless people hanging around…. What is our deepest desire? 
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Jesus is with us. He loves us as he asks: “What do you want me to do for you? 

 

Our deepest desire is to see. To see Jesus as our Lord, to believe in God alone, to 

understand in our whole lives, that we need to be healed and that Jesus can – and 

will – do so. I am called to be faithful to the gospel of Christ, which quite often 

might not match any measurements of the world. We together, the church, are 

called to be faithful, too, faithful to the gospel of Christ. The crowd around us may 

rebuke us. Tell us to be quiet. Walk by and toss a token our way, or trample us 

without a care. It is Jesus who we need to see. Jesus is the one who can inspire us 

to drop our weighty cloaks and follow him. Jesus calls not only Bartimaeus, but the 

crowd, as well. “Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’” In the crowd’s 

response: “and they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is 

calling you’” the collective heart of the crowd is healed. They move from cruelty 

to encouragement. Jesus changes us, call us to him, and sometimes we do not even 

know it is happening. There was a call to Jesus from Bartimaeus, and a negative 

response from the crowd. There was a call from Jesus and Bartimaeus ran to him. 

There was a call from Jesus to the crowd, and their hearts were healed. Everyone in 

our story was healed, even if they did not know that they were not whole. The 

might not have known the deepest desire of their hearts. Do we?  

We are imperfect, fully loved children of God. It is God’s deepest desire for us to 

love God. In answering that call, we first need to ask ourselves some difficult 
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questions. Do we know that we need to be healed? Do we sometimes reach out 

with our desires of our hearts and not the true needs of the world? Of course we do. 

We are human! We also live in God’s complete love and in the presence of Jesus 

in every person we meet. Oh, to see that!  

 

We will never be perfect. Even a sighted Bartimaeus does not obey Jesus. Jesus 

tells him to “go,” but Bartimaeus stays. He stays on the way of Jesus. God, give us 

the courage to follow you, to leave behind whatever it is that we do not truly need, 

to see you with us and in us. Give us the strength to look deeply into ourselves, 

until we, too, know that what we need is you.  

Amen. 


