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Isaiah 6:1-8     Psalm 29     Romans 8:12-17     John 3:1-17 

 

There are events in history that you remember by what we were doing or by where we were: 

 the Beatles appearance on the Ed Sullivan show; 

  John F. Kennedy’s assassination; 

  Elvis Presley on TV; 

  The Challenger explosion; 

  9/11; 

  The year that King Uzziah died. 

 

This is a telling of history in social happenings; they can be corporate or individual. “The year 

Grandma died, or “the year our first grandchild was born.” We all have these events, and 

whatever happened is so significant to our life that we relate other events to this particular one.  

 

The year the King Uzziah died has great significance for the prophet Isaiah; Isaiah’s vision is 

into the context of a time of trauma. The succession of kings was often unruly, even violent. 

Within this memorable time, Isaiah is called to be a prophet. In some of the New Testament “call 

stories” we read of Jesus saying “follow me.” Isaiah’s call comes within a fantastic vision.  

 

“I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 

Seraphas were there…. The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and 

the house filled with smoke.” 

 

Smoke and fire are signs of God’s presence, and shows us that God breaks into the turmoil of the 

world. God breaks into this world and heavenly host sing: 

 “Holy, holy, holy ….” 

 

 This connection, Isaiah with God, begins with awe and praise. 

 

To this tremendous call, Isaiah immediately feels unworthy. “Who am I, in the presence of 

God?” 

 This connection is confession, 

  And God, through a seraph, cleanses Isaiah of his declaration of unworthiness … 

 This connection is forgiveness. 

 

Isaiah, filled with God’s forgiveness, love and forgiveness and “everywhere-ness,” responds. 

 “Here am I, God, send me.” 

 Isaiah has a response to God; Isaiah is compelled to do something in response to this 

magnificent, awesome God. 

 

Here I am; send me, send us to share the presence of God throughout out the world. That is our 

call: to be the hands and feet of God, through Jesus the Christ and the breath/power of the Holy 

Spirit, into the world. We try to capture this spreading of God in prose, and our words fall short 
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and fail. A modern poet writes it this way; here is how the prophet’s worship, confession, and 

action happen: 

 

“The hem of God’s robe spills its holiness into the sanctuary and into the nostrils of the people in 

worship; 

 

one thread trickled loveliness into a funeral rite 

as the mourners looked in the face of death 

and heard the story of a life truer than goodness 

 

one threadbare strand of the divine belt 

almost knocked over a polar bear floating 

on a loose berg in the warming sea 

 

one silky string wove its way through Jesus’ cross 

and tied itself to desert-parched immigrants with swollen tongues 

and a woman with ovarian cancer and two young sons 

 

you won’t believe this, but a single hair-thin fiber 

floated onto the yacht of a rich man and he gasped 

when he saw everything as it really was 

 

the hem fell to and fro across the universe …  

 

and the seraphim keep singing "holy, holy, holy" 

and flapping their wings like baby birds 

and God says: give it a rest a while …  

 

and God smiles and hums: it’s a good day to be God.” 

      Adapted from a poem by Michael Coffey 

      (http://www.ocotillopub.org/) 

 

That’s God and the love of God spreading all over creation … it is a good day to be God. 

 

The voices of theologians and scholars describe God in God’s “Threeness:” Christians pray to 

the Father, through the Son, and in the Spirit. 

 “Father” designates the ultimate origin and content of the revelation; 

 “Son” designates the historical mediator of the revelation of the Father; 

 “Spirit” designates the subjective mediator of the revelation through the Son, the inner 

testimony by which the receiver of revelation perceives the revelation of the Father. 

 

The Athanasian Creed is an ancient and detailed statement of the theology of the Trinity. You 

can find it in the Book of Common Prayer on page ____.  

 

You may begin to understand my preference for the poet’s words and imagery, God’s presence 

as a familiar, holy robe spreading God everywhere.  
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Now consider the Trinity. God’s nature is love. Our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry often says 

“If it’s not about love then it’s not about God.” God spoke love into the world in the person of 

Jesus. From the hymn: 

 

Hymn #82 

1 Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine; 

love was born at Christmas: star and angels gave the sign. 

2 Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine; 

worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign? 

3 Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine; 

love to God and neighbor, love for plea and gift and sign. – Christina Rossetti 

 

Then we add the Holy Spirit (from the same hymn): 

2 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 

into ev’ry troubled breast. 

Let us all in thee inherit,  

let us find the promised rest. 

 

Love is the Father, proceeds from the Father, and binds together the “three-ness of God:” Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. St. Augustine wrote: “Now, love is of someone who loves, and something 

is loved with love. So then there are three: the lover, the beloved, and the love.” Michael Curry: 

“It’s all about love.” Love is the heartbeat of all creation. 

 

The familiar, holy, awe-inspiring robe spreads love into the holiest of places, the least of places: 

a manger with a feed trough; the irony of the cross.  

 

We receive Love holy thanksgiving, in seeing the garment of God, the robe of Christ, 

everywhere and in everyone.  

 

Our connections with God are similar to Isaiah’s connection: 

We offer praise when. 

 Immerse ourselves in the Word of God: reading, studying, and praying the OT, NT, 

psalms, and gospels. We get to know God – by spending time with God. 

 We hear a sermon, which is one person’s response to God; one person through whom 

God offers a response. 

 

We confess. 

Be forgiven; that is, receive God’s abundant grace over and over again … 

 

Then we respond, 

 “Here I am; send me.” 

 We respond “not only in our lips, but in our lives, offering ourselves in service to God.” 

 

We praise/worship; confess; respond. Where will we see the hem, the threads, of God at work 

today … this week … in our own feet and hands and hearts?  

 

In the year that we received Love …What happens? 

 

In the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen! 


