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Exodus 20:1-17    Psalm 19   1 Corinthians 1:18-25   John 2:13-22   

 
 

“On the morning of the third day there were great peals of thunder and lightning, and a heavy 

cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp 

trembled.” God summoned Moses to the top of the mountain, where Moses spoke and God 

answered in thunder. 

 

In the thunder is the voice of God: “I am the Lord your God,” which are words of comfort to a 

people accustomed to trying to please warring, jealous [little g] gods. No more do Israelites need 

to worship an abundance of deities, worry about angering one god, making another jealous, and 

fearing the reprisals. There is one God, and this voice is of the same God who brought the 

Israelites to this desert place. God is one. The voice continues, giving us a particular telling of 

how we are to live. The first four of these commandments teach us how we are to respond to 

God. The other six instruct us on how to live with one another. These are words of grace, a gift 

of structure and order and a framework for a life of faith. 

 

The temple and the temple system grew out of the practices of a deep and obedient faith. The 

Israelites built a temple in which to worship God, and the Temple in Jerusalem was the center of 

life for Jewish people all over the world. “Only in Jerusalem’s Temple could faithful people offer 

the sacrifices commanded in the Law of Moses. In the act of sacrifice the covenant with God was 

affirmed and renewed. Believers could return to their far away homes assured that they were 

right with God.” (Pastor Heather Hammond, Bishop's Associate, MN, from “textweek.com,” 

March, 2009) 

 

Faithful people come to the Temple to offer their sacrifice. The poorest of families sacrifice a 

dove; wealthier families a sheep or a goat. Certified unblemished animals for sacrifice can be 

purchased at the temple, rather than transporting livestock throughout the Empire. But coins of 

the Roman Empire have an image of the emperor on them, which violates the commandment 

against revering anyone other than (the one) God. So money was changed at the temple into 

special Temple currency. This whole Temple system is meant to be a blessing, making 

everything needed to receive God’s grace available at one place.  

 

Now, as the psalmist writes, “the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; … in 

keeping them there is great reward. But who can detect their – meaning our own – errors? Clear 

me from hidden faults.” This is the work of Lent, getting closer to God and cleansing ourselves 

from our faults. We are working to remedy anything that keeps us from knowing the deep love 

that God has for us. We have practices of prayer, fasting, and giving beyond ourselves. This is 

Lent. 
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Just as ancient people journeyed together, we are traveling together in our lives of faith. You do 

not have to take your Lenten journey, or your lifetime’s faith journey alone. The men of 

Redeemer are invited to a bi-weekly breakfast and bible study; right now they are in the book of 

Acts. There is a twice-monthly bible study over Zoom; this group is almost finished with a study 

of the apocryphal books of the bible. Our Living Lent take-home bags have a multitude of tools 

with which to take part in an active Lent, from the pieces for setting up a holy place at home, to 

coloring pages for some contemplative time with God. The Wednesday morning worshippers are 

sampling Micropractices and sharing various questions of faith. The youth are about to begin a 

study of a particular form of active prayer. The Daughters of the King are beginning a study of 

Michael Curry’s book Love is the Way. I am not the only one knitting for ten minutes a day and 

pondering the meditations that accompany this practice. 

 

I could not have imagined that a time of quarantine could yield such a richness of opportunities 

for living a holy Lent. We are learning – and not necessarily by choice – how to study, worship, 

and live into a Christian life in new ways. Give yourself the gift of joining one or several of these 

active groups. Talk to me about your ideas for engagement in community. Self-examination, 

repentance, and turning again and again back to God does not need to be a lonely experience. We 

are God’s beloved children, beloved people, learning how to live more fully in community and in 

faith. Remember those gifts of grace from God (Commandments) that give us a framework for 

worship and faithful living. 

 

Of course, when two or three are gathered … we mess things up. The Temple system, meant to 

be a mediator of grace, fell victim to our greed, our best intentions gone awry. This huge 

business of selling animals and changing money for the thousands of people who made 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem became a huge business. The visible focus in this part of the most holy 

of places was a bustling marketplace. “Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”  

 

Jesus overturns everything – not only tables, but the entire Temple system. A Roman Catholic 

theologian named Gil Bailie writes that this is where “the gospels are much more serious than we 

realize. Jesus didn’t come and say, ‘The temple is finished. Thank you and goodbye.’ He said 

‘The temple is finished and I will take its place.’ That’s an outrageous claim.” We thought that 

God was housed in a building. We discover that God is standing in front of us in the face of 

Christ Jesus. 

 

When everything is gone, Jesus remains. When earthly structures gone awry are overturned, 

what is left is a new way of life. Being followers of Jesus is our way of life. We are assured that 

there is one God, the God of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Hagar, … and us.  

 

We live in the arc of God’s covenant, where we pray that God’s will be done on earth. There is 

joy in our journey of prayer, fasting, and alms-giving. The voice of God, in thunder and in Jesus, 

is everything that we need. Jesus has always overturned our earth-oriented ways, pointing us to 

the ways of God instead.  

 

139 1-6 God, investigate my life; 

    get all the facts firsthand. 

I’m an open book to you; 
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    even from a distance, you know what I’m thinking. 

You know when I leave and when I get back; 

    I’m never out of your sight. 

You know everything I’m going to say 

    before I start the first sentence. 

I look behind me and you’re there, 

    then up ahead and you’re there, too— 

    your reassuring presence, coming and going. 

This is too much, too wonderful— 

    I can’t take it all in! 

Psalm 139, verses 1-6, Translation: The Message 

 


