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Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16    Psalm 22:22-30    Romans 4:13-25    Mark 8:31-38    

 

 

What is the wildest dream you ever had? You know the one – the deepest desire of your heart, 

and you cannot imagine that it will ever come true for your life, in your lifetime. That’s the 

dream. Abram and Sarai had those dreams of what their lives would be like, and they probably 

gave up on some of them. Then God told them that they would have children, be the ancestors of 

more people than there are stars in the sky. And they laughed. Abraham laughed until he fell face 

down on the ground; Sarah laughed, too, for she was 90 years old, her husband 99. They named 

their child “laughter, he laughed” as well. This was all part of the covenant that God made with 

them – Abraham and Sarah would be father and mother to many nations – how absurd! And they 

laughed. Author Frederick Buechner writes that in that moment, Abraham and Sarah learned that 

their wildest dream had not been “half wild enough.” God’s love, power, and mercy are that big 

– beyond measure, and beyond our wildest imaginations. Abraham and Sarah’s lives were 

changed so much by this encounter and promise from God that their names changed; their 

current names just wouldn’t do. 

 

What is your wild dream? Dream it, then dream bigger. God fulfills the deepest (wildest) desires 

of our hearts not in the ways that we imagine, but as God does. As we work on strengthening our 

relationship with God this Lent, remember how God brought birth and growth to Abraham and 

Sarah’s lives. God brings birth and growth to our lives, too, giving us a way forward when we 

cannot find a path. Making a way, giving us a way to go forward is God’s covenantal love in 

action.  

 

We’ve had a full week and a few days this Lenten season. Where have you found God so far? If 

you have given up something, remember that that thing’s absence is supposed to help you think 

about God. Fill that absence with God. If you have added a practice for the season, how is that 

going? You have gifted yourself with time set aside for just you and God. Live deeply into these 

disciplines, listening for how God is present, how God is fulfilling the ancient covenant even 

now.  

 

God changed Abram and Sarai to Abraham and Sarah. God has given us new names, too – or at 

least added a name to ourselves. Beloved. Each of us, no matter what we call ourselves, is 

transformed with the name: beloved child of God. Beloved is your name, and you had that name, 

your share in the covenant, before your earthly parents gave you a name to carry in this world. 

Beloved is your name of all time, throughout all of God’s creation.  

 

As beloved children of God, carried in God’s deep love for us, we make a way for future 

generations, working toward making God’s will “be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Lent is our 

focus time for that work: we use our gifts for the good of others, we repent our shortcomings, we 

give of and beyond ourselves. We give up or add something to our lives to make way, not for 
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what we expect, but for the life-changing way that God will act in our lives, today and going 

forward. so that we grow in faith and live deeply into God’s love for us. 

 

Practicing our Lenten disciplines is when we, as is written in Romans, grow strong in our faith. 

We grow strong in our faith and give glory to God because we are fully convinced that God is 

able to do what God has promised. We cannot, in our humanity, do or even imagine the sort of 

new life that can be ahead. So we give glory to God in all things.  

 

Peter’s exchange with Jesus exemplifies how different our image of the earth is from God’s plan. 

The people’s belief that Israel’s savior, Messiah, would come with power and force is so out of 

line with God’s kingdom that it might as well be from satan. (Do you hear the difference – how 

far apart heaven and earth can be? when left in our hands?) The tension in this passage is strong, 

with Peter and Jesus using the strongest words of rebuke – the same ones used to eradicate 

demons from those possessed. God’s plan will not be thwarted; Israel’s Messiah is not another 

“messiah” of the time, but is the Son of God. We each choose to get behind Jesus and follow 

him. We remember the words: “Come and I will make you fishers of people.”  

 

And so we follow Jesus with attention this Lent, working toward renewal and restoration of 

ourselves and of God’s kingdom (here now). We know with deep joy that it is in Jesus that our 

hopes are fulfilled with the wild abandon of God’s love – in ways we could never imagine.  

 

Thanks be to God! 

Come, Lord Jesus! 


